
Staci Bernhard, MS 

September 21, 2023 

Dear University of Florida Recruitment Teams: 

I am writing to express my strong enthusiasm for the Director of International Programs position at the 
Heavener School of Business within the Warrington College of Business at the University of Florida. With 
a robust background in international education management, strategic planning, and fostering academic 
excellence – specifically within a renowned College of Business – I am eager to bring my skills and 
experiences in elevating the study abroad opportunities and academic experiences for students to UF. 

In my previous roles, I have successfully overseen international programs, developed strategic plans, and 
effectively managed budgets to ensure the vitality and expansion of study abroad initiatives. As the 
Assistant Director of Global Initiatives at Florida International University, I lead a team of dedicated 
professionals, overseeing daily operations, and providing training and development for international 
activities within the College of Business. My responsibilities have included meticulous management of 
departmental budgets, generating detailed reports, and projecting budgetary goals to ensure financial 
efficiency and transparency. I have also successfully coordinated and executed numerous international 
recruitment initiatives, resulting in a substantial increase in international applications and enrollments 
over the years. 

Having managed the admission processing for both the College of Business and College of Engineering 
and Computing, I possess valuable expertise in evaluating diverse academic credentials and navigating 
intricate F-1 visa policies and procedures, including the issuance of I-20s. Additionally, my previous 
position as Manager of Global Recruitment & Operations allowed me to focus on enhancing the quality 
and quantity of international applicants for various graduate programs, resulting in a notable 300% 
increase in applications for the Spring 2022 intake and a total international enrollment of 13% for Fall 
2021. This experience has honed my skills in managing a vast international recruitment agent network 
and developing key partnerships to align marketing and recruitment strategies with university goals. 

My educational journey includes pursuing a Doctor of Education in Adult Education & Human Resource 
Development (expected 2025) along with relevant master's degrees, including a Master of Science in 
Global Strategic Communication (2020) and a Master of Science in Higher Education Administration 
(2015). Coupled with my proficiency in various software and databases, including Salesforce, PeopleSoft, 
and Microsoft Office Suite, these educational accomplishments equip me to navigate the technological 
landscape necessary for this role. 

I am deeply aligned with the University of Florida's vision of academic excellence and global engagement. 
Having closely followed the university's outstanding achievements and accolades, particularly being 
recognized as the No. 1 public university in the country by The Wall Street Journal, I am inspired by the 
university’s commitment to academic excellence and its dedication to providing students with enriching 
educational experiences. The Director of International Programs role is particularly appealing due to its 
pivotal role in shaping and managing undergraduate international study programs, aligning with my 
passion for global education and fostering cross-cultural understanding. 
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Thank you for considering my application. I am excited about the opportunity to leverage my experience 
and dedication to further enhance the university's international student recruitment, admission, and 
financial aid processes. I look forward to the possibility of contributing my skills and expertise to this 
esteemed institution. 
 
Sincerely, 

Staci D. Bernhard, MS 



Staci 
Bernhard 

Experience 

Assistant Director, Global Initiatives/Florida International University, Miami, FL 



Manager, Global Recruitment & Operations/Florida International University, Miami, FL 



Faculty/AACRAO, Washington, DC 

Instructor/Florida International University, Miami, FL 

Senior Manager, Admissions Officer III/Florida International University, Miami, FL  



Admission & Registrar Officer/Florida International University, Miami, FL 

Enrollment Officer/Florida International University, Miami, FL 

Professional Affiliations 
The Association for International Credential Evaluation Professionals/2022 – Present  

American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers/2018 – Present  

Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce Leadership Miami, Cohort 42/2020-2021  



American Association of Adult and Continuing Education/2022 – Present  
Business International Studies Network/2020 – Present 
Global Business Schools Network/2020 – Present  
Study Florida/2018 – Present 
NAFSA: Association of International Educators/2018 – Present 

Skills 

Education 
Florida International University, Miami, Florida 
Doctor of Education in Adult Education & Human Resource Development (Anticipated, 2025)  
Master of Science in Global Strategic Communication, 2020 
Graduate Certificate in Conflict Resolution & Consensus Building, 2020 
Master of Science in Higher Education Administration, 2015 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology, 2008 

Awards 
Florida International University 

American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers 

Presentations and Publications 




